
 

Summer 2018 Recommended Reading 

Incoming Eighth Grade 

 

Summer is a great time to read!  The books on this list are just a sampling of the wonderful books available.  

There are many other places to get recommendations including: 

 

● Todd Library’s online catalog, http://stms.opals.dcboces.org, which includes reader reviews. 

● Poughkeepsie Public Library District,  poklib.org. 

● your friends and family!   

● simply try a Google search using a search term such as “great books for 8th graders”. 

 

Adventure/Survival 

 

Into Thin Air: A Personal Account of the Mount Everest Disaster by Jon Krakauer 

The author describes his spring 1996 trek to Mt. Everest, a disastrous expedition that claimed the lives of eight 

climbers, and explains why he survived. 

 

Life As We Knew It by Susan Beth Pfeffer 

Through journal entries sixteen-year-old Miranda describes her family's struggle to survive after a meteor hits 

the moon, causing worldwide tsunamis, earthquakes, and volcanic eruptions. 

 

The Perfect Storm: A True Story of Men against the Sea by Sebastian Junger 

The incredible true account of the most extraordinary storm of the 20th century, this is the story of a tempest 

born from so rare a combination of factors it was deemed "perfect" and of the doomed fishing boat with her 

crew of six that was helpless in the midst of a force beyond comprehension. 

 

The Red Pyramid by Rick Riordan 

After their father's research experiment at the British Museum unleashes the Egyptian god Set, Carter and Sadie 

Kane embark on a dangerous journey across the globe--a quest which brings them ever closer to the truth about 

their family, and their links to a secret order that has existed since the time of the pharaohs. 

 

Biography/Memoir 

 

The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank 

This journal was kept by Anne Frank, a teen-aged Jewish girl, who hid with her family in a secret annex in a 

building in Amsterdam during World War II. 

 

How I Discovered Poetry by Marilyn Nelson 

Looking back on her childhood in the 1950s, Marilyn Nelson tells the story of her development as an artist and 

young woman through fifty poems. Readers are given a portrait of her growing artistic inspiration along with a 

larger view of the world around her: racial tensions, the Cold War era, and the beginnings of the feminist 

movement. 

 

Steve Jobs: the Man Who Thought Differently  by Karen Blumenthal 

From the start, his path was never predictable. Steve Jobs was given up for adoption at birth, dropped out of 

college after one semester, and at the age of twenty, created Apple in his parents' garage with his friend Steve 

Wozniack.  

 

 

Classics 

 

http://stms.opals.dcboces.org/
http://poklib.org/


Black Beauty by Anna Sewell 

A horse in nineteenth-century England recounts his experiences with both good and bad masters.  The story is 

narrated first-person by Black Beauty, recounting his journey from a farm to the hard life pulling cabs in 

London to his eventual retirement. 

The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien 

Bilbo Baggins, a respectable, well-to-do hobbit, lives comfortably in his hobbit-hole until the day the wandering 

wizard Gandalf chooses him to share in an adventure from which he may never return. 

 

The Little Prince by Antoine de Saint-Exupery 

Translation of Le Petit Prince. An aviator whose plane is forced down in the Sahara Desert encounters a little 

prince from a small planet who relates his adventures in seeking the secret of what is important in life. 

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 

Awarded the Pulitzer Prize, 1961, this novel is set in the 1930's and addresses racism and the human potential 

for wisdom and courage.  The story is told from the perspective of a young girl whose father is defending an 

African-American man accused of a crime in a small Southern town. 

 

Fantasy 

 

The Ruins of Gorlan by John Flanagan 

When fifteen-year-old Will is rejected by battle school, he becomes the reluctant apprentice to the mysterious 

Ranger Halt, and winds up protecting the kingdom from danger. 

 

Red Queen by Victoria Aveyard 

In a world divided by blood--those with common, Red blood serve the Silver-blooded elite, who are gifted with 

superhuman abilities--seventeen-year-old Mare, a Red, discovers she has an ability of her own. To cover up this 

impossibility, the king forces her to play the role of a lost Silver princess and betroths her to one of his own 

sons. But Mare risks everything and uses her new position to help the Scarlet Guard. 

 

Skulduggery Pleasant by Derek Landy 

When twelve-year-old Stephanie inherits her weird uncle's estate, she must join forces with Skulduggery 

Pleasant, a skeleton magician, to save the world from the Faceless Ones. 

 

The Wizard of Oz by L. Frank Baum 

After a cyclone transports her to the land of Oz, Dorothy must seek out the great wizard in order to return to 

Kansas. 

 

Historical Fiction 

 

Between Shades of Gray by Ruta Sepetys 

In 1941, Lina and her family are pulled from their Lithuanian home by Soviet guards and sent to Siberia, where 

her father is sentenced to death in a prison camp. Lina fights for her life, vowing to honor her family and the 

thousands like hers. 

 

Code Talker: A Novel About the Navajo Marines of World War Two by Joseph Bruchac  

After being taught in a boarding school run by whites that Navajo is a useless language, Ned Begay and other 

Navajo men are recruited by the Marines to become Code Talkers, sending messages during World War II in 

their native tongue.  

The Boy in the Striped Pajamas by John Boyne 

Bored and lonely after his family moves from Berlin to a place called "Out-With" in 1942, Bruno, the son of a 

Nazi officer, befriends a boy in striped pajamas who lives behind a wire fence. 



 

Witness by Karen Hesse 

This book is told in a series of poems that express the views of various people in a small Vermont town, during 

the early 1920s when the Ku Klux Klan is trying to infiltrate the town. 

 

Mystery 

 

And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie 

First there were ten -- a curious assortment of strangers summoned as weekend guests to a private island off the 

coast of Devon. Their host, an eccentric millionaire unknown to all of them, is nowhere to be found. All that the 

guests have in common is a wicked past they're unwilling to reveal -- and a secret that will seal their fate. For 

each has been marked for murder. One by one they fall prey. Before the weekend is out, there will be none. And 

only the dead are above suspicion. 

 

Heist Society by Ally Carter 

Kat schemes her way into the best boarding school, hoping to leave the thieving antics of her family behind her, 

but Hal, a former co-conspirator, appears on campus to tell Kat that a powerful mobster believes her father stole 

art from a priceless collection. In order to save him, Kat will have to recover the paintings. 

 

Long May She Reign by Rhiannon Thomas 

Freya, the 23rd in line to the throne, becomes queen after a mass poisoning at a banquet and has to figure out 

who was behind it while dealing with politics. 

 

Shakespeare's Secret by Elise Broach    

Named after a character in a Shakespeare play, misfit sixth-grader Hero becomes interested in exploring this 

unusual connection because of a valuable diamond supposedly hidden in her new house, an intriguing neighbor, 

and the unexpected attention of the most popular boy in school.   

 

Nonfiction 

 

An American Plague: the True and Terrifying Story of the Yellow Fever Epidemic of 1793 by Jim Murphy 

Provides an account of the yellow fever epidemic that swept through Philadelphia in 1793, discussing the chaos 

that erupted when people began evacuating in droves, leaving the city without government, goods, or services, 

and examining efforts by physicians, the Free African Society, and others to cure and care for the sick.  

 

In Defense of Food: An Eater's Manifesto by Michael Pollan 

"Eat food. Not too much. Mostly plants." These simple words go to the heart of food journalist Pollan's thesis. 

Humans used to know how to eat well, he argues, but the balanced dietary lessons that were once passed down 

through generations have been confused and distorted by food industry marketers, nutritional scientists, and 

journalists. 

 

 

Marley and Me: Life and Love with the World's Worst Dog by John Grogan 

The story of a family in the making and the wondrously neurotic dog who taught them what really matters in 

life. Is it possible for humans to discover the key to happiness through a bigger-than-life, bad-boy dog? Just ask 

the Grogans. 

 

Unbroken : an Olympians’ Journey from Airman to Castaway to Captive (young adult adaptation) by Laura 

Hillenbrand 

On a May afternoon in 1943, an American military plane crashed into the Pacific Ocean and disappeared, 

leaving only a spray of debris. Then, on the ocean surface, a face appeared. It was a young lieutenant, the 



plane's bombardier, who was struggling to a life raft and pulling himself aboard. So began one of the most 

extraordinary sagas of the Second World War.  

 

Realistic Fiction 

 

Booked by Kwame Alexander 

Set against the backdrop of a World Cup match, this book, told in verse, tells the personal story of 12-year-old 

Nick as he struggles with problems at home, a bully, a girl, and his soccer dreams. 

 

Kid Owner by Tim Green 

When Ryan learns his estranged father left him the Dallas Cowboys in his will, it is all Ryan can do to keep his 

dad's other son from snatching the team away 

 

Rain Reign by Ann M. Martin 

Struggling with Asperger's syndrome, Rose shares a bond with her beloved dog, but when the dog goes missing 

during a storm, Rose is forced to confront the limits of her comfort levels , even if it means leaving her routines 

in order to search for her pet 

 

The Summer I Turned Pretty  by Jenny Han 

Belly spends the summer she turns sixteen at the beach just like every other summer of her life, but this time 

things are very different. 

 

Science Fiction 

 

Cinder by Marissa Meyer  

Cinder, a gifted mechanic and a cyborg with a mysterious past, is blamed by her stepmother for her stepsister's 

illness when a plague decimates the population of New Beijing.  When Cinder's life gets intertwined with 

Prince Kai's, she finds herself at the center of an intergalactic struggle. 

 

Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card 

Young Ender Wiggin may prove to be the military genius Earth needs to fight a desperate battle against a 

deadly alien race that will determine the future of the human race. 

 

The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams 

Just before the Earth is destroyed to make way for a galactic freeway, Arthur Dent is rescued by his friend Ford 

Prefect, a researcher for The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy. The pair take off on an exciting journey through 

space, meeting a cast of bizarre characters with names like Zaphod Beeblebrox and Veet Voojagig on the way. 

 

Legend by Marie Lu 

In a dark future, when North America has split into two warring nations, fifteen-year-olds Day, a famous 

criminal, and prodigy June, the brilliant soldier hired to capture him, discover that they have a common enemy. 

 

The Selection by Kiera Cass 

Sixteen-year-old America Singer is living in the caste-divided nation of Illea, which formed after the war that 

destroyed the United States. America is chosen to compete in the Selection--a contest to see which girl can win 

the heart of Illea's prince--but all she really wants is a chance for a future with her secret love, Aspen, who is a 

caste below her. 

 

Uglies by Scott Westerfeld 

Tally is about to turn sixteen, and she can't wait. Not for her license -- for turning pretty. In Tally's world, your 

sixteenth birthday brings an operation that turns you from a repellent ugly into a stunningly attractive pretty. 



But Tally's new friend Shay isn't sure she wants to be pretty. She'd rather risk life on the outside. When Shay 

runs away, Tally learns about a whole new side of the pretty world -- and it isn't very pretty.  

 

 

 


